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‘‘(A) the residential street address or the

primary business street address of the cus-
tomer; and

‘‘(B) within the licensed service area of the
home service provider.

‘‘(4) LICENSED SERVICE AREA.—The term ‘li-
censed service area’ means the geographic
area in which the home service provider is
authorized by law or contract to provide
commercial mobile radio service to the cus-
tomer.

‘‘(5) HOME SERVICE PROVIDER.—The term
‘home service provider’ means the facilities-
based carrier or reseller with which the cus-
tomer contracts for the provision of mobile
telecommunications services.

‘‘(6) CUSTOMER.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘customer’

means—
‘‘(i) the person or entity that contracts

with the home service provider for mobile
telecommunications services; or

‘‘(ii) where the end user of mobile tele-
communications services is not the con-
tracting party, the end user of the mobile
telecommunications service, but this clause
applies only for the purpose of determining
the place of primary use.

‘‘(B) The term ‘customer’ does not
include—

‘‘(i) a reseller of mobile telecommuni-
cations service; or

‘‘(ii) a serving carrier under an arrange-
ment to serve the customer outside the home
service provider’s licensed service area.

‘‘(7) DESIGNATED DATABASE PROVIDER.—The
term ‘‘designated database provider’’ means
a corporation, association, or other entity
representing all the political subdivisions of
a State that is—

‘‘(A) responsible for providing the elec-
tronic database prescribed in section 804(a) if
the State has not provided such electronic
database; and

‘‘(B) sanctioned by municipal and county
associations or leagues of the State whose
responsibility it would otherwise be to pro-
vide the electronic database prescribed by
this title.

‘‘(8) PREPAID TELEPHONE CALLING SERV-
ICES.—The term ‘prepaid telephone calling
service’ means the right to purchase exclu-
sively telecommunications services that
must be paid for in advance, that enables the
origination of calls using an access number,
authorization code, or both, whether manu-
ally or electronically dialed, if the remain-
ing amount of units of service that have been
prepaid is known by the provider of the pre-
paid service on a continuous basis.

‘‘(9) RESELLER.—The term ‘reseller’—
‘‘(A) means a provider who purchases tele-

communications services from another tele-
communications service provider and then
resells, uses as a component part of, or inte-
grates the purchased services into a mobile
telecommunications service; but

‘‘(B) does not include a serving carrier with
which a home service provider arranges for
the services to its customers outside the
home service provider’s licensed service
area.

‘‘(10) SERVING CARRIER.—The term ‘serving
carrier’ means a facilities-based carrier pro-
viding mobile telecommunications service to
a customer outside a home service provider’s
or reseller’s licensed service area.

‘‘(11) MOBILE TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERV-
ICE.—The term ‘mobile telecommunications
service’ means commercial mobile radio
service, as defined in section 20.3 of the Com-
mission’s regulations (47 CFR 20.3).

‘‘(12) ENHANCED ZIP CODE.—The term ‘en-
hanced zip code’ means a United States post-
al zip code of 9 or more digits.
‘‘SEC. 810. COMMISSION NOT TO HAVE JURISDIC-

TION OF TITLE.
‘‘Notwithstanding any other provision of

this Act, the Commission shall have no juris-

diction over the interpretation, implementa-
tion, or enforcement of this title.
‘‘SEC. 811. NONSEVERABILITY.

‘‘If a court of competent jurisdiction en-
ters a final judgment on the merits that is
no longer subject to appeal, which substan-
tially limits or impairs the essential ele-
ments of this title based on Federal statu-
tory or Federal Constitutional grounds, or
which determines that this title violates the
United States Constitution, then the provi-
sions of this title are null and void and of no
effect.
‘‘SEC. 812. NO INFERENCE.

‘‘(a) INTERNET TAX FREEDOM ACT.—Nothing
in this title may be construed as bearing on
Congressional intent in enacting the Inter-
net Tax Freedom Act or as affecting that
Act in anyway.

‘‘(b) TELECOMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1996.—
Nothing in this title shall limit or otherwise
affect the implementation of the Tele-
communications Act of 1996 or the amend-
ments made by that Act.’’.
SEC. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE.

The amendment made by section 3 applies
to customer bills issued after the first day of
the first month beginning more than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act.

f

NATIONAL LABORATORIES PART-
NERSHIP IMPROVEMENT ACT OF
1999

On October 20, 1999, Mr. BINGAMAN,
for himself and Mrs. MURRAY, intro-
duced S. 1756. The text of the bill fol-
lows:

S. 1756

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled.
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National
Laboratories Partnership Improvement Act
of 1999’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds that—
(1) The National Laboratories play a cru-

cial role in the Department of Energy’s abil-
ity to achieve its missions in national secu-
rity, science, energy, and environment.

(2) The National Laboratories must be on
the leading edge of advances in science and
technology to help the Department to
achieve its missions.

(3) The private sector is now performing a
much larger share of the nation’s research
and development activities, and is on the
leading edge of many technologies that could
be adapted to meet departmental missions.

(4) To be able to help the Department to
achieve its missions in the most cost effec-
tive manner, the National Laboratories must
take advantage, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, of the scientific and technological
expertise that exists in the private sector, as
well as at leading universities, through joint
research and development projects, per-
sonnel exchanges, and other arrangements.

(5) The Department needs to strengthen
the regional technology infrastructure of
firms, research and academic institutions,
non-profit and governmental organizations,
and work force around its National Labora-
tories to maintain the long-term vitality of
the laboratories and ensure their continued
access to the widest range of high quality re-
search, technology and personnel.
SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this Act, except for sec-
tions 8 and 9—

(1) the term ‘‘Department’’ means the De-
partment of Energy;

(2) the term ‘‘departmental mission’’
means any of the functions vested in the
Secretary of Energy by the Department of
Energy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7101 et
seq.) or other law;

(3) the term ‘‘institution of higher edu-
cation’’ has the meaning given such term in
section 1201(a) of the Higher Education Act
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1141(a));

(4) the term ‘‘multiprogram National Lab-
oratory’’ means any of the following institu-
tions owned by the Department of Energy—

(A) Argonne National Laboratory;
(B) Brookhaven National Laboratory;
(C) Idaho National Engineering and Envi-

ronmental Laboratory;
(D) Lawrence Berkeley National Labora-

tory;
(E) Lawrence Livermore National Labora-

tory;
(F) Los Alamos National Laboratory;
(G) Oak Ridge National Laboratory;
(H) Pacific Northwest National Labora-

tory.
(I) Sandia National Laboratory;
(5) the term ‘‘National Laboratory or facil-

ity’’ means any of the multiprogram Na-
tional Laboratories or any of the following
institutions owned by the Department of
Energy—

(A) Ames Laboratory
(B) East Tennessee Technology Park;
(C) Environmental Measurement Labora-

tory;
(D) Federal Energy Technology Center;
(E) Fermi National Accelerator Labora-

tory;
(F) National Renewable Energy Labora-

tory;
(G) Nevada Test Site;
(H) Princeton Plasma Physics Laboratory;
(I) Savannah River Technology Center;
(J) Stanford Linear Accelerator Center;
(K) Thomas Jefferson National Accelerator

Facility;
(L) Waste Isolation Pilot Plant; or
(M) other similar organization of the De-

partment designated by the Secretary that
engages in technology transfer activities;

(6) the term ‘‘nonprofit institution’’ has
the meaning given such term in section 4 of
the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innova-
tion Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3703(5));

(7) the term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of Energy;

(8) the term ‘‘small business concern’’ has
the meaning given such term in section 3 of
the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632);

(9) the term ‘‘technology-related business
concern’’ means a for-profit corporation,
company, association, firm, partnership, or
small business concern that—

(A) conducts scientific or engineering re-
search,

(B) develops new technologies,
(C) manufactures products based on new

technologies, or
(D) performs technological services; and
(10) the term ‘‘technology cluster’’ means a

geographic concentration of—
(A) technology-related business concerns;
(B) institutions of higher education; or
(C) other nonprofit institutions

that reinforce each other’s performance
though formal or informal relationships.
SEC. 4. REGIONAL TECHNOLOGY INFRASTRUC-

TURE PROGRAM.
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall

establish a Regional Technology Infrastruc-
ture Program in accordance with this sec-
tion.

(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the program
shall be to improve the ability of National
Laboratories or facilities to support depart-
ment missions by—

(1) stimulating the development of tech-
nology clusters in the vinicity of National
Laboratories or facilities;
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(2) improving the ability of National Lab-

oratories or facilities to leverage commer-
cial research, technology, products, proc-
esses, and services; and

(3) encouraging the exchange of scientific
and technological expertise between Na-
tional Laboratories or facilities and—

(A) institutions of higher education,
(B) technology-related business concerns,
(C) nonprofit institutions, and
(D) agencies of state, tribal, or local

governments—

that are located in the vicinity of a National
Laboratory or facility.

(c) PROGRAM PHASES.—The Secretary shall
conduct the Regional Technology Infrastruc-
ture Program in two phases as follows:

(1) PILOT PHASE.—No later than six months
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall provide $1,000,000 to each of
the multiprogram National Laboratories to
conduct Regional Technology Infrastructure
Program pilots.

(2) FULL IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than
eighteen months after the date of enactment
of this act, the Secretary shall expand or
alter the Regional Technology Infrastruc-
ture Program to include whichever National
Laboratories or facilities the Secretary de-
termines to be appropriate based upon the
experience of the program to date and the
extent to which the pilot projects under
paragraph (1) met the requirements of sub-
sections (e) and (f).

(d) PROJECTS.—The Secretary shall author-
ize the director of each National Laboratory
or facility designated under subsection (c) to
implement the Regional Technology Infra-
structure Program at such National Labora-
tory or facility through projects that meet
the requirements of subsections (e) and (f).

(e) PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.—Each project
funded under this program shall meet the
following requirements:

(1) MINIMUM PARTICIPANTS.—Each project
shall at a minimum include—

(A) a National Laboratory or facility;
(B) a business located within the vicinity

of the participating National Laboratory or
facility; and

(C) one or more of the following entities
that is located within the vicinity of the par-
ticipating National Laboratory or facility—

(i) an institution of higher education,
(ii) a nonprofit institution,
(iii) an agency of a state, local, or tribal

government, or
(iv) an additional business.
(2) COST SHARING.—
(A) MINIMUM AMOUNT.—Not less than 50

percent of the costs of each project funded
under this section shall be provided from
non-Federal sources.

(B) QUALIFIED FUNDING AND RESOURCES.—
(i) The calculation of costs paid by the

non-federal sources to a project shall include
cash, personnel, services, equipment, and
other resources expended on the project.

(ii) Independent research and development
expenses of government contractors that
qualify for reimbursement under section 31–
205–18(e) of the Federal Acquisition Regula-
tions issued pursuant to section 25(c)(1) of
the Office of Federal Procurement Policy
Act (41 U.S.C. 421(c)(1)) may be credited to-
wards costs paid by non-federal sources to a
project, if the expenses meet the other re-
quirements of this section.

(iii) No funds or other resources expended
either before the start of a project under this
program or outside the project’s scope of
work shall be credited toward the costs paid
by the non-federal sources to the project.

(3) COMPETITIVE SELECTION.—All projects
where a party other than the Department or
a National Laboratory or facility receives
funding under this program shall be competi-

tively selected using procedures determined
to be appropriate by the Secretary.

(4) ACCOUNTING STANDARDS.—Any partici-
pants receiving funding under this program,
other than a National Laboratory or facility,
may use generally accepted accounting prin-
ciples for maintaining accounts, books, and
records relating to the project.

(5) LIMITATIONS.—No federal funds shall be
made available under this program for—

(A) construction; or
(B) any project for more than five years.
(f) CRITERIA.—
(1) MANDATORY CRITERIA.—The Secretary

shall not authorize the provision of federal
funds for a project under this section unless
there is a determination by the Director of
the National Laboratory or facility man-
aging the project that the project is likely—

(A) to succeed, based on its technical
merit, team members, management ap-
proach, resources, and project plan; and

(B) to improve the participating National
Laboratory or facility’s ability to achieve
technical success in meeting departmental
missions, promote the commercial develop-
ment of technological innovations made at
such Laboratory or facility, and use com-
mercial innovations to achieve its missions.

(2) ADDITIONAL CRITERIA.—The Secretary
shall also require the consideration of the
following factors by the Director of the Na-
tional Laboratory or facility managing
projects under this section in providing fed-
eral funds to projects under this section—

(A) the potential of the project to promote
the development of a commercially sustain-
able technology cluster, one that will derive
most of the demand for its products or serv-
ices from the private sector, in the vicinity
of the participating National Laboratory or
facility;

(B) the commitment shown by non-federal
organizations to the project, based primarily
on the nature and amount of the financial
and other resources they will risk on the
project;

(C) the extent to which the project in-
volves a wide variety and number of institu-
tions of higher education, nonprofit institu-
tions, and technology-related business con-
cerns located in the vicinity of the partici-
pating National Laboratory or facility that
will make substantive contributions to
achieving the goals of the project;

(D) the extent of participation in the
project by agencies of state, tribal, or local
governments that will make substantive
contributions to achieving the goals of the
project;

(E) the extent to which the project focuses
on promoting the development of tech-
nology-related business concerns that are
small business concerns located in the vicin-
ity of the National Laboratory or facility or
involves such small business concerns sub-
stantively in the project.

(3) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sub-
section shall limit the Secretary from re-
quiring the consideration of other factors, as
appropriate, in determining whether to fund
projects under this section.
SEC. 5. SMALL BUSINESS ADVOCACY AND ASSIST-

ANCE.
(a) ADVOCACY FUNCTION.—The Secretary

shall direct the Director of each multipro-
gram National Laboratory, and may direct
the Director of each other National Labora-
tory or facility the Secretary determines to
be appropriate, to establish a small business
advocacy function that is organizationally
independent of the procurement function at
the National Laboratory or facility. The
mission of the small business advocacy func-
tion shall be to increase the participation of
small business concerns, particularly those
small business concerns located near the lab-
oratory and small business concerns that are

owned by women or minorities, in procure-
ments and collaborative research conducted
by the National Laboratory or facility. The
person or office vested with the small busi-
ness advocacy function shall—

(1) report to the Director of the National
Laboratory or facility on the actual partici-
pation of small business concerns in procure-
ments and collaborative research along with
recommendations, if appropriate, on how to
improve participation;

(2) make available to small business con-
cerns training, mentoring, and clear, up-to-
date information on how to participate in
the procurements and collaborative re-
search, including how to submit effective
proposals;

(3) increase the awareness inside the Na-
tional Laboratory or facility of the capabili-
ties and opportunities presented by small
business concerns; and

(4) establish guidelines for the program
under subsection (b) and report on the effec-
tiveness of such program to the Director of
the National Laboratory or facility.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF SMALL BUSINESS AS-
SISTANCE PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall di-
rect the Director of each multiprogram Na-
tional Laboratory, and may direct the Direc-
tor of each other National Laboratory or fa-
cility the Secretary determines to be appro-
priate, to establish a program to provide
small business concerns—

(1) assistance directed at making them
more effective and efficient subcontractors
or suppliers to the National Laboratory or
facility; or

(2) general technical assistance to improve
the small business concern’s products or
services.

(c) USE OF FUNDS.—None of the funds ex-
pended on a program under subsection (b)
may be used for direct grants to the small
business concerns.
SEC. 6. TECHNOLOGY PARTNERSHIPS OMBUDS-

MAN.
(a) APPOINTMENT OF OMBUDSMAN.—The Sec-

retary shall direct the Director of each
multiprogram National Laboratory, and may
direct the Director of each other National
Laboratory or facility the Secretary deter-
mines to be appropriate, to appoint a tech-
nology partnership ombudsman to hear and
help resolve complaints from outside organi-
zations regarding each laboratory’s policies
and actions with respect to technology part-
nerships (including cooperative research and
development agreements), patents, and tech-
nology licensing. Each ombudsman shall—

(1) be a senior official of the National Lab-
oratory or facility who is not involved in
day-to-day technology partnerships, patents,
or technology licensing; and

(2) report to the Director of the National
Laboratory or facility.

(b) DUTIES.—Each ombudsman shall—
(1) serve as the focal point for assisting the

public and industry in resolving complaints
and disputes with the laboratory regarding
technology partnerships, patents, and tech-
nology licensing;

(2) promote the use of collaborative alter-
native dispute resolution techniques such as
mediation to facilitate the speedy and low-
cost resolution of complaints and disputes,
when appropriate; and

(3) report, through the Director of the Na-
tional Laboratory or facility, to the Depart-
ment annually on the number and nature of
complaints and disputes raised, along with
the ombudsman’s assessment of their resolu-
tion, consistent with the protection of con-
fidential and sensitive information.
SEC. 7. MOBILITY OF TECHNICAL PERSONNEL.

(a) GENERAL POLICY.—Not later than two
years after or the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall ensure that each contractor
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operating a National Laboratory or facility
has policies and procedures, including an em-
ployee benefits program, that do not create
disincentives to the transfer of scientific and
technical personnel among the contractor-
operated National Laboratories or facilities.

(b) EXTENSION.—The Secretary may delay
implementation of the policy in subsection
(a) if the Secretary—

(1) determines that the implementation of
the policy within two years would be unnec-
essarily expensive or disruptive to the oper-
ations of the contractor-operated National
Laboratories or facilities; and

(2) recommends to Congress alternative
measures to increase the mobility of tech-
nical personnel among the contractor oper-
ated National Laboratories or facilities.

(c) STUDY OF WIDER MOBILITY.—Not later
than two years after the enactment of this
act, the Secretary shall recommend to Con-
gress legislation to reduce any undue dis-
incentives to scientific and technical per-
sonnel employed by a contractor-operated
National Laboratory or facility taking a job
with an institution of higher education, non-
profit institution, or technology-related
business concern that is located in the vicin-
ity of the National Laboratory or facility.
SEC. 8. OTHER TRANSACTIONS AUTHORITY.

Section 646 of the Department of Energy
Organization Act (42 U.S.C.. 7256) is amended
by adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

‘‘(g)(1) In addition to other authorities
granted to the Secretary to enter into pro-
curement contracts, leases, cooperative
agreements, grants, and other similar ar-
rangements, the Secretary may enter into
other transactions with public agencies, pri-
vate organizations, or persons on such terms
as the Secretary may deem appropriate in
furtherance of functions now or hereafter
vested in the Secretary, including research,
development, or demonstration projects.
Such other transactions shall not be subject
to the provisions of section 9 of the Federal
Nonnuclear Energy Research and Develop-
ment Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5908).

‘‘(2)(A) The Secretary shall not disclose
any trade secret or commercial or financial
information submitted by a non-federal enti-
ty under paragraph (1) that is privileged and
confidential.

‘‘(B) The Secretary shall not disclose, for
five years after the date the information is
received, any other information submitted
by a non-federal entity under paragraph (1),
including any proposal, proposal abstract,
document support a proposal, business plan,
or technical information that is privileged
and confidential.

‘‘(C) The Secretary may protect from dis-
closure, for up to five years, any information
developed pursuant to a transaction under
paragraph (1) that would be protected from
disclosure under section 552(b)(4) of title 5,
United States Code, if obtained from a per-
son other than a federal agency.’’.
SEC. 9. AMENDMENTS TO THE STEVENSON-

WYDLER ACT.
(a) STRATEGIC PLANS.—Section 12(a) of the

Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innovation
Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3710a(a)) is amended by
inserting after ‘‘joint work statement’’ the
following: ‘‘or, if permitted by the agency, in
an agency-approved annual strategic plan.’’.

(b) FEDERAL WAIVERS.—Subsection 12(b) of
the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innova-
tion Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3710a(b)) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(6) The director of a government-operated
laboratory (in the case of a government oper-
ated laboratory) or a designated official of
the agency (in the case of a contractor-oper-
ated laboratory) may waive any license re-
tained by the Government under paragraphs

(1)(A), 2, or 3(D) in whole or in part and ac-
cording to negotiated terms and conditions if
the director or designated official, as appro-
priate, finds that the requirement for the li-
cense would substantially inhibit the com-
mercialization of an invention that would
otherwise serve an important federal mis-
sion.’’.

(c) TIME REQUIRED FOR APPROVAL.—Section
12(c)(5) of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology
Innovation Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3710a(c)(5))
is amended—

(1) by striking subparagraph (C);
(2) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as

subparagraph (C);
(3) by striking ‘‘with a small business

firm’’ and inserting ‘‘if’’ after ‘‘statement’’
in subparagraph (C)(i) (as redesignated); and

(4) by adding after subparagraph (C)(iii) (as
redesignated) the following:

‘‘(iv) Any agency that has contracted with
a non-Federal entity to operate a laboratory
may develop and provide to such laboratory
one or more model cooperative research and
development agreements, for the purposes of
standardizing practices and procedures, re-
solving common legal issues, and enabling
review of cooperative research and develop-
ment agreements to be carried out in a rou-
tine and prompt manner.

‘‘(v) A federal agency may waive the re-
quirements of clause (i) or (ii) under such
circumstances as the agency deems appro-
priate. However, the agency may not take
longer than 30 days to review and approve,
request modifications to, or disapprove any
proposed agreement or joint work statement
that it elects to receive.’’.

f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

NATIONAL BUSINESS WOMEN’S
WEEK

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise to
pay tribute to the more than 9.1 mil-
lion women business owners nation-
wide on the occasion of National Busi-
ness Women’s Week. This week marks
the celebration of the 71st annual Na-
tional Business Women’s Week.

On this occasion, advocates for
women business owners may have a
well-deserved sense of pride. I am
pleased to be able to report that be-
tween 1987 and 1999, the number of
women-owned businesses increased by
103 percent nationwide, employment
increased by 320 percent, and sales
grew by 436 percent. Today, women
business owners across the country em-
ploy more than 27.5 million people and
generate in excess of $3.6 trillion in
sales. These businesses account for 38
percent of all U.S. businesses.

In my home State of Maine, there are
more than 48,200 women-owned busi-
nesses, employing 91,700 people and
generating $10.2 billion in sales. For
Maine’s economy, this represents
growth of more than 85.3 percent be-
tween 1987 and 1996.

Mr. President, this data dem-
onstrates just how vital women and
women-owned businesses are to the
health of the U.S. economy. Although
women-owned businesses have grown at
an astronomical rate, we must con-
tinue to ensure that women have ac-
cess to the knowledge and capital nec-
essary to start their own businesses.

That is why I ask that, as we cele-
brate the tremendous accomplishments
of women during National Business
Women’s Week, my fellow colleagues
join me in supporting opportunities for
women to become entrepreneurs.

As a member of the Senate Small
Business Committee, I am proud of the
role the Committee and the Small
Business Administration have played
in providing access to assistance from
women entrepreneurs, because many of
the businesses in this rapidly growing
sector are small businesses. Just last
month, the Committee reported legis-
lation, the Women’s Business Centers
Sustainability Act, that would signifi-
cantly increase funding for the Wom-
en’s Business Centers Program, which
provides women with long-term train-
ing and counseling in all aspects of
owning and managing a business—fos-
tering the growth of women’s business
ownership and providing a foundation
of basic support to women business
owners.

This program promotes the growth of
women-owned businesses by sponsoring
business training and technical coun-
seling, access to credit and capital, and
access to marketing opportunities, in-
cluding Federal contracts and export
opportunities. Over the past 10 years,
the program has served tens of thou-
sands of women entrepreneurs by pro-
viding them with consulting, training,
and financial assistance as they seek to
start or expand their own business. As
a result, women are starting new firms
at twice the rate of all other business,
and employ roughly one in every five
U.S. workers. Today, the program is
comprised of nearly 70 centers in 40
States.

In my view, creating new opportuni-
ties for historically disadvantaged
groups, such as women and minorities
to help provide tangible opportunities
for economic independence must re-
main a top priority, and National Busi-
ness Women’s Week is a perfect oppor-
tunity to focus attention on the impor-
tance of such efforts.

In closing, I would like to express my
appreciation to the Business and Pro-
fessional Women/USA organization,
which has played a pivotal role in mak-
ing the celebration of National Busi-
ness Women’s Week possible.

Since its creation in 1928, National
Business Women’s Week has been spon-
sored by Business and Professional
Women/USA for the purpose of recog-
nizing and honoring the achievements
of working women.

Business and Professional Women/
USA local organizations across the
country, and in my state of Maine, will
take this week to honor outstanding
business women and employers of the
year, and I would like to congratulate
them and thank them for their impor-
tant contributions.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO IKUA PURDY
∑ Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, this past
Sunday, eight rodeo stars were in-
ducted into the Rodeo Hall of Fame at
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